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THE SELFRIDGE FAMILY RECORD
UNPARALLELED

NAVAL ANNALS.

it everything ll'lluhll‘! the old Cumberland when she wi

rammed and sunk by

comprehend almo
the Merrim

in the century past, but it Is far excel. i
led by the Belfridglan era, which began Hampton Roads, His own account of
the year before Vietor's was born,
when Midshipman Thomas Oliver Bel
fridge entered our navy at the age of
14, Born in 1804, during Jefferson's
firet administrution, he carries us back
almost to the beginning of our presi. N\
dential cra and, had he been so favored, .‘\"‘
might ) en all our presidents but A
one. Washington having died five years =
bufore his birth, but John Adams sur- 2
viving It more than 20 years. -.2
He lved during the times of lh'('ﬂtllr,! i
Porry, BDainbridge, Preble, Napoleon,
Nel Lord Pitt and a host of others |
whose names have been but a memory
the past hulf century and more, He |

while Napoleon was a

having entered |
18 years after the battle of ’l'rurulgur.l
and so on, having lived through all the
greatost events of the nineteenth (‘«'n"
tury. It happened that durlng all the |
long period of the first Belfridge’'s un'r\'-}

l

was In service
prisoner at 8t. Helena,

jce there were no great naval battles,
and his only participation in active op.
eratlons was on the west coast of Mex-
fco, where he recelved a wound lhnw
fneapacitated him from sea duty in the |
year 1548, |

Hoon after the outbreak of our civil|
war he was asslgned to the Charles- |
town and Mare Island navy yards, was |
promoted to & captalney In 1865, to|
commodore in 1862 and retired in April, |
1886, being promoted to rear admiral !ul
July of that year., He I8 now the sen-
for rear admiral on the retired list and,
llke all his brother heroeg "on the
shelf,” draws an annual salary of $4,000
and emoluments, as he has been dolng
for the past 36 years,

It would seem, In fact, that If one de-
sires to live a life of comparative eane,
pen something of the world In his early
manhood and attain to a green old age,
perhaps within hall of the u-n!ur)"
mark, he has only to secure a position |
in our army or navy in line for promo-

}

tion, behave decently and trust to
Providence—and time.
Presidential favor may count for

pomething In the orlginal appointment; |
but, barring accidents, the "age lImit"
gt 02 does the rest, for on the retired

lists of our army and navy registers
may be found a vast excesg of officers
over the number gctually In active
service, At the beglnning of this cen- |
tury there were, for example, 43 rwur[
admirals retired and only 18 in active |
porvige, while elght commodores were |

enjfoving the immunities of this verita- |
ble “sailors’ snug harbor” long after |
thelr grade had been abollghed,

Rear Admiral T. O, Selfridge, Sr., 18
now 97 years old, for he and the centu-
ry were In their teens together., But 28
numbers below him in the list of retired
renr admirals 18 his =on, Thomas O
Relfridge, Jr., who was born in 1837 and
retired “for three years [Tn. ) had steam, she might have had some

LR ngo

THI: recent appolntment by ]-:rnl-[(h. benefit of technleal tralning, hav
dent MeKinley of a grandson of | Ing entered the Naval Academy at An
our oldest retired rear admiral to | Dapolis, graduating at the head of his
& cadetship at the Naval Academy has [ clags In 1804, Both, of course, enter
called attention to the fact that there | ¢ the navy with a full appréciation of
will 4o be. four mernbers of the Belel thelr responsibilities, but It chanced |
s BURR 3 ' "1 that of the the son was the on
fridge family represented in the lm\y,? who saw the fighting, He graduated
extending thelr record back nearly 100 fpom the seademy in time to par
years, There has beeni & great deal | ticipate In the tremendous struggle be-
sald of late about the so called "Vie- | tween the different sections of his coun
torlan era,” which has been made to| try and, as second lleutenant, was on |

mn

|

the affair is mighty Interesting reading. | We had ten guns to her four, and the
“If the Cumberland,” he said, “had | hail of big shot we poured at her pro-

duced considerable effect, knocking

which as she backed away
gteadily as the water poured Into he
through the great holes in her slde
While we were sinking I kept on dl

rimac, When the word came for ever
one to save himself as best he could,
found the hatchways crowded

self to my shirt and trousers
crawled through a porthole just as th
ship went under water,

large dents in her armor. As It was,
the Merrimac struggled for two or
three minutes and then broke free,

succeeded in reaching a boat."
Promoted to lleutenant

settled

recting the fire of our guns at the Mer

with
men, and, seelng small chance of es-
caping that way, I hastily stripped my
and

I went down
with her; but, belng a first rate gwim-

mer, I came to the surface again and

commander
ke his fathar, T, O, Selfridge, Jr., had | sort of show in fighting the Merrimae. | away her smokestacks and making | leaving her ram In the Cumberland, | in July, 1862, Selfridge had charge of | the border,
- -— b, - ———— -

PRIVATE sscn&ﬂ?&fo?’
KING EDipggy

Of the gentle
presented lep

the fronclad Catro, which was blown up
by a torpedo in the Yazoo, "Then he
commanded the Osage in the Red river
expedition, and next the Vindiecator
and the fifth divisfon of the Missigsippl
river flest until 1864, While in com-
mand of the steamer- Conestoga hlsg
boat went to the bottom through com-
Ing In eontaet with a Confedarate ram,
this making three times that Selfridge
met with accldents of that nature. He
had command of the steamer Huron in
both attacks on Fort Fisher and also
of the third division of the landing par-
ty of sailors that stormed the fort, He
was promoted to a commander in 1860
and durlng the next three years con-
ducted the survey of & ship canal route
across Darlen, TLatéer he had com-
mands in the north Atlantic and Aslat-
le squadrons and in 1888 wag tried by
court martial for “eriminal careless-
ness” in target practice off the coast of
Japan, when four natives were kllled
by the bursting of an unexploded shell,
He was exonerated and acquitted, but
the trial gave point to the story that he
had been went to the bottom twice and
blown up twice, having suffered from
the sinking of his ships when on the
Cumberland and Conestoga, having
been “blown up” by a torpedo when on
the Cafro and also as the result of tar-
get practice, As if this were not
enough, he had tempted fate by ace
cepting the command of a torpedo sta-
tion, but when the perlod arrived for
hig retirement=January, 1808—he was
in Buropean waters.

With two of Its members on the re-
tired list as rear admirals, it might
seem that any family should be satis-
fied, but there I8 yet another son of the
old admiral In naval gervice {n the per-
son of Commander J. R, Selfridge, who
lvmored the navy in 1864 and worked
| vallantly throughout the Spanish-
Amerfcan war and of late has filled the
position of lighthouse Inspector for the
second distriet, with headquarters In
Hoston, Like his father and brother,
he was Massachusetts born and edu-
cated, and he forms the third of the Il
lustrious trio which comprises two rear
admirals and a commander of our navy
in one family, With the appointment
[of the younger son of Rear Admiral T.
0, Selfridge, Jr, to Annapolis there
will be next May four of the famlily on
the reglster,

The greatest Interest, of course, cen-
ters apout the old admiral as the sen-
ior neval offcer, now not far from his
hundredth year, He has preserved his
health remarkably and attributes it to
his correct habits of life, especlally to
retiring early and abstemliousness In
eating and drinking. It Is related that
some time during the first Grant ad-
ministration he was present at an even-
ing party, at which he was urged to re-
main after he had announced his deter-
mination to retire, He would not be
persuaded and remarked as he left the
room, “I am a much older man than
the oldest of you, and most of you are
now In what you regard as the prime
of life, but if you keep on eating these
late suppers you may not any of you |
lve as long as I shall” Among that |
company were Garfield, Belknap, Sen-
ator Zach Chandler and other promi
nent men, but today not one remains
alive, while the old admiral still {8 with
us, a living monument to temperance
in living and the efficacy of the retired
list as conducive to longevity,
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A FAMOUS SACRIFIC1
A mournful monument
barbarity and superstitic
mous sacrificlal tree of \
ture of v
I8 presestis
this
from
phot
taken
1t wap:
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branches
$andn and iy,
sands of

) may been m ';i"
by the ordyey ¢
he forme ,.‘
e In Ashay
King Cotse ug

was decapitated
scenes were enacted almost daile
neath the tree shown iy

tion, The sacrificial bowl
used to hold the blood of ¢
has disappeared, as also b
stool upon which the king
joying the executions, by
was fertilized by the blood of
vietims still stands as & reminder
the gory scenes once enacted her,

and these |

)

t 1h

HOW CANADA WAS ENRICHED,
W. J. White, inspector of Canadian
immigrant agencies, states that the
American settlers who went into the
Canadian northwest last year took
with them cash and effects valued at
$6,000,000. Between 14,000 and 15,000 set
| tlers from the United States crossed

D e —

THE COUNTESS OF CASERTA,
Brought Into prominence at this ti
by the marriage of her son Priw
Carlos, to the Princess Mercodes
Spain, the Countess of Caserta is md

gers both ways,
Consul General Gowdy, however, desires It to be particularly understood

that the "lift" Is not for the use of his numerous fellow countrymen who so

fréquently visit the consulate In order to “touch” him for loans to accelerate
thelr return to the United States. One of the chief complaints of our consu
lar representatives abroad is that they are frequently obilged to provide for
fmpecunious Americans stranded for various reasons within thelr jurisdiction,

who assume that they have claims upon them
of the same nationality.

CURIOUS CONDENSATIONS.

According to a recent school definl- | long and with a 48 foot beam
ton an optimist is an eye doctor and a | built upon the great lakes by the Amer
pessimist a foot doctoy, { lcan Shipbullding company

Of the 10,000,000 tons of coal Francs l
s obliged to import annually 7,000,000
come from England.

New York eity I= growing In popula-

for assistance merely because

least one rajlway In the west
A cord of pitch pine und

Two large scagoing steamers, 460 feet [ about 1000 cuble feet; Ulumina

differing from other French affairs of ite genus inasmuch as it carries passen- | knife in the oth

|

are to be

Planting trees to furnish fenceposts
)i and tles has been Inaugurated on at|an exposition to be held there from |geant in command of Company B. Fif-

er, sits another
king, with a
dog by his side. The helght of the fe-
tich is 2 feet 6 inches and its weight

about 40 pounds.

Thackeray would produce under pres
sure o novel in six or eight months, He
did not like to work and, as he often
stated, only did so under compulsion,

and tar, 50 gallons
barre pyrolignecus acld, 100 gallons;
spirits of turpentine, 20 gallons; tar, 1
barrel; wood spirits, § galions.

The ity of Birmingham, Ala., has al.
ready begun to make preparations for

«

Nov, 15, 1904, to May §, 19056. The char-

r distillation | ter name of the enterprise 18 to be the | earned the medal on July 4, 1863, by

tion at the rate of 99,000 a year, accord- { gives the following substances: Char- | International Metallle and Industrial
Ing to the latest muni Ipa! Ngures | coal, " 30 Lumkels; iting g X tion, T state is expected to

tng ofl ' contribute $100,000 toward the expense,

pitch or rosin, 1‘§I

The alphabet has been thoroughly examined by linguists and has recelved
the unqualified approval of the highest authorities, being pronounced “an
achlevement of real sclentific importance.” Its possibilities for comiag Into
general use are not far distant since typesetting machinery has become uni-
versal. In case of such an event an Improvement in our printed language
would surely follow which In time would cause English to the “fittest
tongue of the world,” There can be no two opinions as to the possible im-
provement of our language, and any approach to a phonetic system that will
not only reduce the number of characters, but simplify the spelling, will be
hailed with joy, especially by the younger generation. It hag been estimated
that such a system would reduce the labor of beginners and foreigners learning
| the language very materially, but its practicability I8 quite another matter,

be

After consldering the matter for 38
years Uncle Sam has concluded that
Sergeant Hanna was a hero and has
therefore given him a medal,
According to the latest report of New
York's excise commissioner the Raines
law has ylelded $61,289,272 to the state
and local treasuries since it went into
effect, five years ago, thus averaging
about $12,000,000 a year. Meanwhile the
arrests for drunkenness throughout the
state have diminished from 12 to § for

and congress s to be asked to give
$500,000,

Among the holders of the coveted
medal of honor authorized by congress
18 Marcus A, Hanna—not the Ohlo sen-
| ator, but & man who served as ser-

teenth  Massachusetts infantry. He
voluntarily exposing himself to a heavy
fire at Port Hudson In order to get wa-
ter for his comrades in the rifie pits.

I
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| The image figured In this {llustration {
| was made by the curious Benl people 1= roor ™
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| turing objects Y "
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Portuguese 300 :
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': . knowledge of (V=VANE TH-This ¢ ,f"'” u}mmg Yl ™ g
3 - art and a great
i SC deal of skill are I ¢
P T~ ' il Ty \ lisplayed In the l Mm Nn '
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. ".\\.\ base shows the
{ carved tusks
\\__‘E that are export- This Nlustration presents the new alphabet of 50 characters recently in- }
ed from Benin vented, which not only Includes characters for the 45 elementary sounds of
with ons of 'h_" English, but five others for the prevailing sounds of all the languages of the I
The United Btates owns very little property In foreign countries, and country’'s first world. From the fact that they are cut in the "Roman face' the alphabet has |
nearly all 118 consular residences are In rented quarters, as Is the cass in kings sitting on ?T{lntnmmyd the “Co:{mo-no'mln. The scope and w,l”m"n“' llnl'\'t'l‘lul, vt it |
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of 36 Avenue de I'Opera, one of thé finest business streets of Paris. The H‘P a juju stick, tions of their respective original letters or digraphs. Thus the six “A" let- [
rooms are spacious and the private office of the consul general I8 cozy and | With Intertwin- ters are produced from the original “A,” the letters for “th,” “dh,” “wh," l
: slegant. The bullding itself |« fairly typical of the structures in the business ]“ ) an ";‘““ 8, “ng,” from thelr respective digraphs. o . vently une arthed st®
i centers of Parls, with stores and offices in the lower story and the upper | :‘:l\'?;. [‘ﬂ% Ad“‘.!. The new “Kk' 18 of special interest because it I8 a combination of ¢, K, q X, ‘]hl: objects shown In thig {llustration “:TG r(’;omp(‘“ and are cons? B.
3 ) Ot » Bo > 3 Ry .
) b rooms ocoupied for residential purposes. The consul general, who, by the ,'h v,:,:'.s nm,u.(ov:: and is intended to serve for all four letters. They do not, therefore, appear in | calied the Bosco R'-Mf: at a short d'"?"“‘ fr{":': many thousands of &8 -
‘I way, ls “Oom Jack" Gowdy of Rush county, Ind., and who was a farmer pols | gy o0 ' the new alphabet; they are duplicates of “k" or other letters, as In “con- | 4% among the most curious and interesting 0 1l the world knows, Mg .
f fticlan before he went to Paris, points with pride to the great feature of this ot hultllng'n cern (konsern), quaint (kwaint), extent (ekstent).” The letter “y" is also dis- | '!es exhumed. More than 1§ centuries as vere overwheimed ) 3
consulate—an elevator that elevates—which in the French capital ey, | TREVES S carded, belng replaced by “J," and a new letter is made for the “J" sound. | od since unfortanate Pompall and Herculaaewsm S, " ore thad § \
onsulate—an elevat at elevs which in the French capital is a rarity, | one hand and a jed beneath ashes and lava from Vesuvius. During
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vealing riches of which nobody had ever even dreamed.
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